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1974 TREASURER'S REPORT 
Cash Invest- Accounts Current Total 
ments Payable Account Assets 
Balance 1 January 1974 560.11 2,355.90 210.1] 2,705.88 
RECEIPTS 
Member- 82 Active $4 328.00 
ships 44 Active 5 220.00 
12 Sustaining 6 72.00 
13 Sustaining 7 91.00 
24 Family Active 6 144.00 
10 Family Active 7 70.00 
5 Family Sustaining 8 40.00 
2 Family Sustaining 9 18.00 
8 Student 2 16.00 
1 Student 3 3.00 1,002.00 
Subscrip- 6 Direct $4.00 24.00 
tions 9 Direct 5.00 45.00 5 Agency 3·50 17.50 
25 Agency 4.50 112.50 
1 Foreign Agen. 3.75 3.75 202.75 
Miscel- Field Cards 24.05 
laneous Check-lists 42.00 
Review Copies 4.00 
Birds of the Black Hills 2.00 
Loan of color slides 4.00 
Gifts 10.00 
Interest Earned 140.35 226.40 
Total receipts 1,431.15 1,431.15 
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Review Printing 635.51 301·35 
Postage (incl.Newsltr) 80.00 1,016.86 
Officers' R. G. Cortelyou 43.70 
expen- Mrs. Sigvald Jensen 16.00 
ditures Mrs. Clyde Johnson 79.07 138.77 
(Newsletters) 
Miscel- Fidelity bond 10.00 
laneous Dues Cards 26.15 
Banquet ticket (An. meet.) 4.00 40.15 
Total expenses 894.43 301·35 1,195.78 
Gain for year 235·37 
Investments to cash 355.90 (355.90) 
1973 Accs. Pay. paid (210.13) (210.13) 
Total 31 December 1974 1,242.60 2,000.00 301·35 2,941.25 
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THE SONG SPARROW AS A NEBRASKA BREEDING BIRD 
One of the species of birds found in Nebraska apparently has undergone 
a rang'e expanSlOn in recent years, Ol' has merdy been overlooked as a breed-
ing' bi;'d because of its iocal distribution. Which ever is the case, the Song 
Sparrow, 1111 cl081JizG melodia, has been regarded only as a "common migrant 
and winter resident throughout the state" in the Revised Check-list of N e-
brasko Birds (Rapp, et al. 19;:'8». Contradicting the state list however, is 
the A.G.U. Check-list of North American Birds (1957) which lists a subspecies 
of the Song Sparrow, MeloslJiza melodia jnddi as breeding in northern 
Nebraska (Sioux County and Dakota County) and casual in southern N e-
braska (Red Cloud). Does the Song Sparrow breed in Nebraska? How has 
this discrepency between check-lists come to exist? The purpose of this paper 
is to set forth ali the records known to me which establish the fact that the 
Song Sparrow does breed in Nebraska and thereby correct the status of the 
species for future check-lists and state bird books. 
My own records of breeding Song Sparrows in Nebraska begin during 
the summer of 1970. I discovered a territorial male on 9 June in Holt County 
(Section 21, T-32N, R-I0W; near a bridge over Redbird Creek. After ob-
serving the bird for some time I located a second Song Sparrow, perhaps the 
female of the pair, carrying food items to a brushy area along the creek. :r 
searched this area thoroughly but despite flushing the sparrow several 
times, was unable to find a nest. I made no notice in my field notes of 
hearing any other singing' males in the area. 
During the fall of 1970 I learned that a Song Sparrow had been ob-
served in southeast Lincoln near Antelope Lake in Holmes Park (Section 4, 
T-9N, R-7E, Lancaster County) the previous summer (Mr. and Mrs. John 
Ott, pel's. comm.). A pair of sparrows of this species were observed carry-
ing food, but neither nest nor young were ever found. An investigation of 
this area during the summer of 1971 revealed no Song Sparrows. 
In the summer of 1971 I did locate a singing male near Olive Creek 
Reservoir (Section 15, T-7N, R-5E, Lancaster Co.). Although I never found 
evidence of nesting activity, this Song Sparrow was singing in the same 
general area on three separate visits to the reservoir that summer (10 and 
21 .June, and 3 July) and led me to strongly suspect that the bird at least 
occupied a territory. 
During the summer of 1972 I discovered a singing male on the north end 
of Wagon Train Lake in southeastern Lancaster County (SW %, Section 24, 
T-8N, R-7E) on 9 July. In the course of searching this area for duck broods 
and nesting rails I located five other territorial male Song Sparrows, all in 
the same general type of habitat. This consisted of tall marsh grasses 
(Phuluris anmdinacea and Calamagrostis inexpansa for the most part) 
broken by deep winding channels of small feeders creek with scattered brush 
and dead trees. After watching the male closely I was able to follow it to its 
nest, located in a small shrub about three inches from the ground. The nest 
contained two young about to fledge and both of them flew out of the nest 
when I attempted to photograph them. They alighted on the far sidle of one 
of the deep creeks, which was unnegotiable in my waders, and I quickly 
lost sight of them. A male Song Sparrow collected from this population of 
birds (now in the University of Nebraska State Museum - ZM#13070) was 
molting, had very worn plumage, had little fat and its testes were enlarged 
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(7 x 4 mm). Because the location of this collected specimen lies very close 
to the range limits of two subspecies of the Song Sparrow (M.m. juddi and 
M.m. euphonia.), I was interested to learn if this population (apparently of 
recent origin since none had been noted here previously) had come from 
northern populations (juddi) or from eastern populations (e11phonia). Al-
though the wing length of the specimen falls within the limits of several 
subspecies of the Song Sparrow and hence it cannot be distinguished on size, 
it is indistinguishable from the series of juddi at the Museum of Zoology at 
the University of Michigan (Dr. R. B. Payne, pers. comm.). 
Two weeks after I collected the specimen at Wagon Train Lake I dis-
covered a single singing male near Stage Coach Lake (Section 4, T-7N, 
R-7E, Lancaster Co.) about three miles to the southwest (25 July 1972). This 
locale too was on one of the inlet creeks where tall grass and dead trees were 
present. No evidence of nesting was observed but I did see a second Song 
Sparrow which may have been the female of the pair or a juvenile. During 
the summer on several occasions (15 June and 2 July) I also observed a 
territorial male at the Chet Ager Nature Center in Lincoln (Section 5, T-9N, 
R-6E) which has since been reported by Commers (1972), and a singing 
male on an inlet creek to Conestoga Lake (Section 9, T-9N, R-5E, Lancaster 
Co.) on 22 June. 
My observations on Song Sparrows in Nebraska seem to reflect the local 
nature of their occurrence, as do those observations made by others in pre-
vious years. Short (1961) found the species to be locally common in Polk 
County (3 mi. SSW Silver Creek) on the Platte River during the summers of 
1956 and 1957. During these summers of intensive collection along some ma-
jor river systems throughout the state this was the only locality in which 
Song Sparrows were noted. Wood (1965) reports the species as nesting at 
Plattsmouth (Cass Co.) on the basis of sparrows observed during the sum-
mer and a nest found later in the fall. It turned out, however, that this nest 
could not be positively identified as belonging to a Song Sparrow, and it 
may in fact have been the nest of a Brown Thrasher (Mrs. Paul T. Heine-
man, pers. comm.). The presence of singing Song Sparrows in the same 
location at the mouth of the Platte River during the summer months of 1965 
is very suggestive of breeding birds. Mrs. Heinemen (pers. comm.) notes 
that on 14 JUly 1965, in the company of Doris Gates and Mrs. Wayne Schnei-
der, she saw three Song Sparrows in this location. No reports of nesting 
have come from that area since, however. Roger Sharpe (1967, and pers. 
comm.) found what appeared to be a Song Sparrow and three nestlings 
about one half mile south of Lundy Ranch (two-thirds of the way down Sow 
Belly Canyon road) in Sioux County on 18 June 1966. One of the juveniles 
was collected and is housed in the Nebraska State Museum (ZM#11578). 
The specimen (with a label collection date of 20 June) has been verified as 
a juvenile Song Sparrow by Dr. Robert B. Payne (pers. comm.) who com-
pared it to the series of juveniles at the Museum of Zoology - University of 
Michigan. Mrs. Roy J. Witschy relates (pel's. comm.) that a Song Sparrow 
was discovered during the annual Scottsbluff County spring bird count in 
Riverside Park in 1969 (exact date not given), and that the nest was subse-
quently discovered low in a snowberry bush after watching the male for 
some time. The four nestling sparrows were watched for several weeks until 
they fledged. Song Sparrows have not been seen in that area since then be-
cause of destruction of nesting habitat by the park management. A 1956 
mimeographed check-list of birds for the Valentine National Wildlife Refuge 
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(Cherry Co.) indicates that the Song Sparrow is an occasional summer resi-
dent there. During the summer of 1973 Song Sparrows were again observed in 
Lancaster County and also Douglas and Sarpy Counties by Bryce Anderson 
and Melba Wigg (Williams, 1973). 
Emphasis on the breeding birds of Nebraska began in 1956 when the 
Nebraska Bird Review began to publish nesting reports. During the ten 
years in which they appeared four reports of Song Sparrows were published; 
two in the southeast corner and two in the north-central portion of the 
state. Unfortunately, specific localities, dates and evidence of breeding for 
these records are not given in the literature to conserve space. This informa-
tion is supposed to be on file but attempts to locate it were unsuccessful. It 
appears that one of the records for the southeast corner of the state is from 
Plattsmouth (already cited in this paper) and that one of the records for the 
north-central portion is from Tryon (McPherson Co.). There has been only 
one record of the Song Sparrow from 1966 to date in the Cornell nest record 
card program (a juvenile collected by R. Sharpe-already cited). 
The breeding bird censuses conducted since 1967 in Nebraska also show 
that Song Sparrows have been appearing in localities scattered throughout 
the state. The data available for the first four years of the counts (Table 1) 
show that Song Sparrows occurred every year but were not observed on the 
same count in consecutive years. They have been noted at only one or two 
stops along an entire census route too, which is not too surprising perhaps, 
in light of their spotty distribution. 
Table 1. 
Count 
Summer occurrences of the Song Sparrow in Nebraska 
recorded on the annual Breeding Bird Survey. 
Count County Number of Observer 
Year number name Song Sparrows 
1967 1 Julian o toe-Nemaha 1 C. Conkling 
28 Johnstown Brown 1 E. Hurlbut 
1968 14 Surprise Butler 1 L. Morris 
19 Oconto Custer 1 C. Smith 
1969 22 Thurston Thurston 1 W. Lueshen 
1970 1 Julian Otoe-Nemaha 2 F. Jensen 
16 Bartlett Wheeler 1 K. Bruning 
From the preceding discussion and Figure 1 it can be readily seen that 
the distribution of the Song Sparrow in Nebraska is widespread in spite of 
the species' local nature. It becomes a bit puzzling as to why the Song Spar-
row has not been given breeding status in the state check-list. One reason 
might be that no one until now has carefully reviewed the status of the 
species. Although this may be true for the last 15 years, such a review must 
have been acomplished when the state check-list was written and published 
in 1958. Note that the majority of records presented in this paper are all 
after 1958. Thus it would seem that the breeding of Song Sparrows in Ne-
braska is a relatively new phenomenon. A look at some of the early orni-
thological works for the state however, shows that this is not the case. 
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Aughey (1878) noted that the Song Sparrow was common in certain 
localities in Nebraska but gave no indication of whether or not these repre-
sented breeding birds. He did collect two sparrows in June 0(1865 at Dakota 
City (Dakota Co.) which may have been breeding birds. Coleman (1889) 
found the Song Sparrow to be a rare breeding bird near Peru (Nemaha Co.) 
in the 1880's. Bruner (1896) notes that breeding birds were known from 
Lincoln, Omaha and West Point. Bruner's abbreviated annotated: list (1901) 
regards the species as "a not very common breeder over the state (several 
records)". From this point in time until the observations of the 1950's there 
appear to be no published breeding records. Bruner et al. (1904) note that a 
few Song Sparrows may have bred in the state, especially in northern Ne-
braska, but no actual records are given. Wolcott (1909) regarded the species 
as a rare breeder in northern Nebraska but he too gave no substantiating 
records. T. C. Stephens (1937), an authority on the avifauna of Dakota 
County, never found the Song Sparrow as a breeding bird even though 
Aughey (op. cit.) some 40 years before had found the species during the 
breeding season. The Check-list of the Birds of Nebraska (Haecker et al., 
1945) recorded the Song Sparrow as a migrant and winter visitant only; 
perhaps the result of the lack of records for so many years. The Revised 
Check-list of Nebraska Birds (Rapp et aI., 1958) perpetuated the omission 
of the Song Sparrow as a breeding bird presumably because no recent 
records could be found. While the species may always have been a Nebraska 
breeding bird, a combination of rarity and local distribution seems to have 
kept it from being recognized as such. 
The Check-list of North American Birds (A.O.U., 1957) which was pub-
lished about the same time as the state check-list produced three records for 
Sioux County, Dakota City (Dakota Co.) and Red Cloud (Webster Co.) that 
enabled it to put Nebraska within the breeding range of the Song Sparrow. 
Why were these records not included in the state check-list? An intensive 
literature search has failed to reveal the sources of the records cited, but it 
is possible that they represent specimens in some large U.S. museum. This 
is a particularly tempting explanation in view of the fact that the only pub-
lished records of Song Sparrows from Dakota City are those of Aughey 
(op. cit.) who collected specimens there. Such specimens may have been un-
knwn to the compilers of the state check-list. 
Why has the number of records increased in recent years? One can 
only speCUlate that the abundance of Song Sparrows has actually increased, 
or that mobility of observers and an increase in the number of observers has 
caused the species to become more conspicuous. There simply isn't any data 
from the past in most areas of the state to make inferences. In the case of 
the Lancaster County records it is conceivable that habitat changes in recent 
times may have allowed for successful colonizations by new populations. 
These records are located predominantly around small reservoirs that have 
been constructed in the last 15 years. It seems very unlikely that breeding 
Song Sparrows would not have been noted in these areas prior to this time 
had they been present, especially with numerous eminent ornithologists and 
bird students residing in the county. It appears that the species may be de-
pendent on a particular stage of vegetative succession associated with the 
reservoirs, because even though the reservoirs are in some cases 15 years old, 
Song Sparrows were not observed there until about 1970. Monitoring these 
areas in the future would be helpful in learning if this is true. 
SCALE 
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Figure 1. Distribution of breeding records for the Song Sparrow in Nebraska. 
Open triangles represent records from the A.O.U. Check-list (5th 
ed.) ; the single solid black triangle represents the 1972 nest record; 
open circles represent other records before 1900; solid black circles 
represent one or more other records after 1900. 
Summary 
Although the state check-list regards the Song Sparrow only as a com-
mon migrant and winter visitant, a review of the literature and the pre-
sentation of several new records, including a nest record for Lancaster 
County, demonstrate that the species breeds in Nebraska. The distribution 
of breeding Song Sparrows in the state appears to be widespread in spite of 
the local nature of breeding records. Although the species seems to be rare 
in most parts of Nebraska, it may actually be increasing in abundance in the 
southeastern portion of the state. 
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1974 CHRISTMAS COUNT 
Eighty-five species were reported in the- 1974 Christmas Count from 
seven localities, and two, possibly three, other species were reported as present 
during the count period, but not recorded on the count itself. Probably some 
of the birds reported as "Meadowlark sp." were Eastern Meadowlarks, and 
if so the count would be one higher. The figures for the 1973 Count, on the 
same basis, were ninety-foul' seen and two present at seven localities. The 
total of 95,003 is well above the 65,739 reported last year. The Snow Goose 
count was 34,000 higher, all at Omaha; the Mallard count was 10,000 higher, 
almost entirely at Scottsbluff; the Horned Lark count was down about 4,000, 
about 3,000 at Hastings and most of the rest at Lincoln; Starlings up about 
3,000, mostly at Omaha; House Sparrows up about 2,000, about 1,500 at 
Scottsbluff and 1,000 at Lincoln, with a drop of over 300 at Omaha; Red-
winged Blackbirds do\m about 1,000, mostly at Omaha (but the 10,000 
Blackbird sp. reported last year wasn't repeated this year); Dark-eyed 
Juncoes down about 400, about 300 at Omaha and 100 at Lincoln; Tree 
Sparrows down about 1,000, about 1,300 at Lincoln with an increase of about 
400 at Omaha; Harris' Sparrows down about 600, about 500 at Hastings 
and 100 at Lincoln; and Lapland Longspurs down about 500, about 200 at 
Greeley and 300 at Hastings. Other changes were generally smaller. 
Crawford did not report this year, but Kearney did, so that the total 
number of localities reporting remained the same. 
The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east (right) 
order. The symbol "H" is used to indicate a species present during the count 
period but not observed on the count day. 
Greeley, 26 December. An area from 5 miles west of Greeley to 
Greeley, north on county roads to Pibel Lake. 20 0 to 35 0 , slight S W wind, 
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clear to cloudy in afternoon, accompanied by snow. Partial snow cover. Lake 
frozen, Cedar River open. Area included coniferous and deciduous windbreaks, 
grasslands, and fields. Party miles 50, 5 on foot, 45 by car. Brian (compiler) 
and Douglas Moody. 
Hastings, 21 December. A 15-mile diameter circle with the center 
south of town, 1.5 miles south of Highway 6 and .5 miles east of Highway 
281, to include city parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal Lake Recreation 
Grounds, fields and pastures, woodlands along the Blue River, and lagoons 
west of Glenville. Partly cloudy, winds from 0 to 15 mph, 14 0 to 37 0 , ponds 
and lagoons frozen, river open, 2 to 12 inches of snow. Twelve observers in 
7 parties (plus 12 at feeders). Party hours 25, 7 on foot and 18 by car; 
party miles 258, 5 on foot and 253 by car. 8 AM to 4 PM. Mrs. Floyd Butler, 
Miss Geraldine Heartwell, Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. Edith Hurlburt, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Janko, Burton Nelson, Mrs. O. W. Ritchey (complier), O. W. 
Ritchey, Carl Throckmorton, Miss Bernice Welch, and Mrs. Ronald Whitaker. 
Kearney, 27 December. A 15-mile diameter circle, center at the Platte 
River bridge south of Kearney. Clear blue sky, 21 0 to 34 0 , calm, 100% snow 
cover, river 50% open. Seven observers, 70 miles by car, 2 on foot. John C. 
W. Bliese, Margaret Bliese, Randy Brown, George W. Brown (compiler), 
Norma Radford, Jack Unbehaun, Lorraine Unbehaun. 
Lincoln, 22 December. A 15-mile diameter circle, centered at South 
Coddington and "A" streets, to include Pioneer Park, 7 square miles of 
Wilderness Park along Salt Creek, Yankee Hill Lake, Conestoga Lake, 
Holmes Lake, and a portion of Pawnee Lake, and adjacent fields. Deciduous 
woods 50%, coniferous woods 10%, lakes 10%, fields and pastures 
20%, brushy draws 5%, roadsides 5%. 6 AM to 7 :30 PM, mostly clear all 
day 31 0 to 41 0 , wind S to NW, 14 to 25 mph, snow cover 3 to 6 inches, 
running water open, lakes mostly frozen. Wild food crop, poor. Twenty ob-
servers, 16 in 9 parties, 4 at feeders, Total party hours, 69.5; 40.5 on foot, 
29 by car, plus 6 at feeders; total party miles, 490; 54 on foot, 436 by car. 
Bryce Anderson, Naomi Brill, Shirley Doole, Daryl and Margaret Giblin, 
Everett and Mildred Gross, Ellen and Ralph Harrington (compiler), Emerson 
.Tones, Robert Morley, Rosalind Morris, John and Mable Ott, Hazel Scheiber, 
Ernie Schwab. 
The Winter Wren was identified by Ernie Schwab and verified by Bryce 
Anderson and Daryl Giblin. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet and the Brown 
Thrasher were seen at their feeder by Prof. and Mrs. Rudolf Sandstedt. The 
Osprey was seen in the Conestoga Lake area by the Grosses, who described 
it as an eagle-type bird with slimmer, more crooked wings, whitish under-
neath wIth a black patch at the bend of the wing, and a banded tail. This 
species is new to the count. Daryl Giblin heard the Saw-whet Owl answer 
to some of the tapes he played of this species. The Barred Owl was seen by 
Bryce Anderson in the Wilderness Park area, about the same place it was 
seen last year. They didn't get the Snowy Owls for the count, but: Shirley 
Doole saw one at Pawnee Lake the week before, and Ralph Harrington saw 
two at Branched Oak Lake on 8 December. 
Omaha, 14 December. A I5-mile diameter circle, centered at Offutt Base 
Lake, to include Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa State Park (Iowa), Platts-
mouth State Game Refuge, and portions of the Platte and Missouri rivers. 
Cultivated fields and pastures 60%, woodlands 35%, water 5%. 5 AM to 
4 :30 PM, 27 0 to 34 0 , wind E changing to NW, 6 to 17 mph, overcast, with 
heavY' snow starting at 1 :20 PM, snow covel' 0 to 4 inches, rivers and streams 
- Text continued on page 12 
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Scotts- Kear- Gree- Hast- Lin- Omaha Peru Total 
bluff ney ley ings coln 
Canada Goose 2 4 6 
White-fronted Goose 2 2 
Snow Goose 40,0)6 40,036 
Mallard 25,678 500 50 )64 26.592 
Gadwall 1 1 
Green-winged Teal 10 10 
American Wigeon 1 1 
Northern Shoveler 2 2 
Canvasback H H 
Common Goldeneye 12 2 14 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 2 
Accipiter sp. 1 
Cooper's Hawk 1 
Red-tailed Hawk 2 2 2 16 19 41 
Swainson f s Hawk 2 2 
Rough-legged Hawk 2 2 
Golden Eagle 2 2 
Bald Eagle 6 4 5 15 
Marsh Hawk 3 1 4 2 10 
Osprey 1 1 
Merlin 2 1 3 
American Kestrel 14 7 H 1 14 19 55 
Bobwhite 10 H 14 17 29 10 80 
Ring-necked Pheasant 4 5 16 25 11 5 8 74 
Virginia Rail 1 
Killdeer 1 2 
Common Snipe 9 1 11 
Ring-billed Gull 3 3 
Rock Dove 59 2 380 55 76 572 
Mourning Dove 6 1 17 60 9 3 96 
Ringed Turtle Dove 1 
Screech Owl 15 1 18 
Great Horned Owl 6 2 H 2 12 6 28 
Snowy Owl 2 2 
Ba=ed Owl 1 1 
Long-eared Owl 2 2 
Saw-whet Owl 1 1 
Belted Kingfisher 2 6 6 1 4 19 
Common Flicker 31 3 1 5 18 63 121 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker H H 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 4 5 46 5 61 
Red-headed Woodpecker 23 4 27 
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Scotts- Kear- Gree- Hast- Lin- Omaha Peru Total 
bluff ney ley ings coIn 
Hairy Woodpecker 2 6 22 6 3 39 
Downy Woodpecker :to 4 23 59 88 8 193 
Horned Lark 118 150 10 350 41 3 672 
Blue Jay 15 1 14 137 49 8 224 
Black-billed Magpio 52 5 10 2 69 
Common Crow 18 5 18 24 147 92 305 
Black-capped Chickadee 56 4 14 18 186 259 12 549 
Tufted Titmouse 15 6 21 
White-breasted Nuthatch 3 11 51 59 2 126 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 7 8 
Brown Creeper 6 10 6 22 
Winter Wren 1 1 
Brown Thrasher H 1 1 
American Robin 63 100 52 6 '32 1,2 295 
Hermi t Thrush 1 1 
Eastern Bluebird 30 30 
Bluebird sp. Note H 
To,msend's Solitaire 1 1 
Golder.-crowned Kinglet 1 59 33 93 
Ruby-oro"~ed Kinglet 1 1 
Cedar Waxwing 11- 12 5 50 71 
Northern Shrike 3 3 
Loggerhead Shrike 1 1 2 
Starling 840 200 101 1,500 1,059 4,539 1 8,240 
House Spa=ow 2,181 100 160 2,000 4,638 1,315 24 10,418 
Meadowlark sp. 185 13 198 
Western Meadowlark 108 6 455 570 
Red-winged Blackbird 128 1.5 2 12 177 334 
Rusty Blackbird 7 19 26 
Brewer's BLwkbird 3 3 
Common Grackle 3 43 47 
Brown-'-,ead.ed Cowbird 77 150 227 
Cardin"l 6 35 106 82 10 240 
Purple Finch 1+ 15 13 32 
House Finch 71+ 74 
Pine Sh:kin )6 :5 1 1 43 
Americ--1l1 Go1d.i'i.nch 22 6 2 183 245 458 
RUloD b 'sided Towhee 2 3 
Dark-e'led .j'J.nco 102 5 c 82 361 639 15 1,210 
TrAe S P?\ YTUW 225 5 62 54 558 '790 1,694 
Field qn:·trrc;i1 2 12 14 
12 The Nebraska Bird Review 
Scotts- Kear- Gree- Hast- Lin- Omaha Peru Total 
bluff ney ley ings coln 
Harris I Sparrow 4 76 294 66 11 452 
White-crowned Sparrow 22 1 24 
Fox Sparrow 1 1 
Song Sparrow 4 7 13 15 39 
Lapland Longspur 10 10 
Species Reported 43 32 17 40 53 58 19 85 
Present but not seen 2 3 1 1 2 
Total individuals 29.934 1.161 467 4.902 8.858 49.550 131 95.003 
open, some lakes and ponds partly open. Thirty two observers in 10 parties, 
plus 2 at feeders. Total party hours, 70; 29 on foot, 41 by car, plus 12 at 
feeders; total party miles, 442; 33 on foot, 409 by car. Rose Anderson, Steve 
Bellinghiere, Tanya Bray, Dan Cassidy, James Commers, Paula Commers, 
Evelyn Conrad, R. G. Cortelyou, James Delehant, Shirley Doole, William 
Fiske, William Frates, C. E. Heaney, Jr., Mike Heaney, Tom Heaney, Ruth 
Green, Janet Greer, Clyde Johnson, Emma Johnson, Teta Kain, Vance Kamin-
ski, Paul Kaminski, Glenn Le Dioyt, Dr. Robert LoPresti, Ed Loth, Marian 
Meier, Cathy Nelson, Marie Pluta, Alva Sheard, James Sutton, Melba Wigg 
(compiler), Gertrude Wood. 
Tape recordings were used to call up the Screech Owl. The Snow Goose 
count was unusually high for this time of ye·ar. The Shoveler was on the 
Plattsmouth Refuge, and this is the first time one has been reported on the 
count. The Two Swainson's Hawks were seen in approximately the same areas 
where two were seen on the 1971 count. Both were dark phase. One bird was 
twice, each time about two to three minutes, the other at close range on a tele-
phone pole by a different party. The Merlin was a first for this count. Ruth 
Green reported: "At the Plattsmouth Refuge Shirley Doole, Jim and Paula 
Commers, and I observed a falcon flying overhead, which we could not identify 
at the time. A few minutes later we saw a falcon swoop low over a field of 
corn stubble in pursuit of a sparrow-like bird. The bird escaped but the 
falcon rested on a broken cornstalk long enough-for all of us to study the 
bird not only through binoculars but at leisure through a spotting scope. It 
flew down and caught a ground-feeding Common Flicker and carried it a 
few feet to the bare ground to eat it. After studying this bird carefully for 
every field mark, size, and the like, there was no doubt in our minds that our 
find was a female Merlin." The Virginia Rail was another first. R. G. Cor-
telyou reported: "The day was overcast, so that the colors weren't too clear. 
West of the little island at Kaplan's Point, at Lake Manawa, there is a little 
slough, and the water was open in it. I was surprised to see a dark bird fly 
up, fly a little ways, and drop back into the cattails. It happened so fast 
that I didn't use the binoculars. Because I was pretty sure it was a rail I 
looked at the bill to see if it had the light bill of a Sora. The bill and the 
dangling legs were dark. It was flying away from me so that I was at a 
poor angle, but at the time I was not conscious of bill length. I had a Peter-
son's Eastern Guide with me and looked at it. The Black Rail was too small, 
but the book did say that the full-grown young Virginia Rail was sooty-
black in late summer and about the size of a Bobwhite, so I assumed it was 
The Nebraska Bird Re'View 13 
a Virginia. When I got back to the car I checked Robbins and Peterson's 
Western Guide, and after I got home I checked se'Veral others. Two or three 
of them mentioned dangling legs with the Virginia, but not with other rails, 
and the legs did dangle. So on the size, coloration, and general character-
istics I declared it a ju'Venile Virginia Rail. I didn't try to go out and flush 
it again because the water would ha'Ve been over my boot-tops, and I su-
spected that it would run rather than fly." The Ringed Turtle Do'Ve was an 
escaped bird (NBR 42:62). It was last seen early in January, and possibly 
was a 'Victim of a Christmas air rifle. The Snowy Owl was the first seen on 
a count since the 1963 count. The Hermit Thrush was a second record for 
the count. All fi'Ve members of the party saw it, and noticed the reddish tail, 
duller brown-gray body, cream-colored breast, and the hea'Vy and thick 
spots. It was seen to cock its tail. 
Peru, exact date not gi'Ven. Ida May Heywood wrote: "I did not make a 
formal bird count at Christmas time but did count them right here at home. 
I recorded only the largest number of each species seen at one time so I was 
sure I wasn't counting the same bird more than once. I li'Ve on a farm and 
really feed the birds. Now that the ground is co'Vered with snow I ha'Ve from 
20 to 50 birds at my feeder all hours of the day. I put out gallons of grain 
daily, and I also ha'Ve two huge wire-mesh baskets which I filled with suet. 
Another sight from my windows is that of deer." (She had 15 deer on her 
count list.) 
Scottsbluff, 14 December. A 15-mile diameter circle centered on the 
bridge across the North Patte Ri'Ver at South Broadrway, to include Scotts-
bluff and Gering. 7 AM to 4: 30 PM, 10 0 to 33 0 , wind NW 7 to 15 mph, snow-
ing, partly cloudy in afternoon. Ponds and lakes frozen, warm streams and 
ri'Ver open, snow cover 2 to 4 inches, wild food crop, excellent. Ten observers, 
8 in 4 parties. Mrs. M. A. Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brashear, Mrs. LeRoy Kenitz, 
Mrs. Dale Kurtz, James F. McCole, Mrs. Louie Nerud, Mr. A. L. Hadwiger. 
Mrs. W. L. Marking, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Witschy (compiler). 
On 13 December Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Smith saw a bluebird with a 
red breast at their feeder. They were so excited at seeing it that they didn't 
determine whether it was an Eastern or a Western. Presumably it was an 
Eastern because they are here every year. The Brown Thrasher was seen at 
Witschy's bird bath 15 December, and it continued to patronize the bath 
after that. The Field Sparrows were seen by '.\1rs. Banghart and Mrs. Kurtz. 
They had plenty of time for close-up study, and noticed the pink bill, clear 
breast, and wing bars. They were reported on the Christmas Counts in 1957 
and 1958. 
1974 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 
Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 
Data on the 1974 nesting season in Nebraska were received from thirty-
eight obser'Vers, reporting on seventy-three species from twenty-eight coun-
ties. Counties in the tabulation are listed in a west to east order, with the 
northernmost of approximately equal locations given first. Numbers repre-
sent Nest Record Cards; letters are from NOD Nesting Report forms; Y 
represents young observed; E represnts Cowbird eggs found in other nests; 
COB' represents carrying food; FY represents feeding young: NM represents 
_._. Tex! continued on page 18 
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nesting material" and N represent" Wests observed for which no i'·,'st i,ecord 
Card was subrm ted Thirty-eight species were leported on 192 North nliwc'i-
can Nest Record Cards; in additi(y;, out-of-state nests were reportet; on four 
cards. The COU!1tles with column /J'AHlben on tn" tabulation shown in paren-
theses! and the contributors were: Adamo 08) t.., r:. Ritchey, Bernice 
Welch; Buffalo (13) M. H. C08, S. J. Ginder, K. K. Kennedy, L. K 
Killion, D. Smith, M. R. Taylor, J. R. Weddel; Cedar (22) Ross A. Lock; 
Daw'Cs (2) Doris Gates, Ross A. Lock; Dawson (9i Jan Faeh' Douglas (26) 
R. G. Cortelyou; Frontier (8) D. L. Widdlick; Garden (4) Mary Tremaine; 
Grf',eley (15) Jan Faeh; Hall (17) C. 'iV. Shafel'; Hamilton (20) C. J. 
Streeter, D. E. Studley; Hayes (6) B. Meduna; Howard (16) K K. Ken-
nedy; Kearney (14) L. K Killion, N. V. Radford, L. R. Schmitt; Lancaster 
(25) B, 'V. Anderson, Rosanne Anderson, Estbe p V. Bennet, Jar:, Faeh, 
Don M. Mullison, Don C. Pitcher, Kurt P. Seevers; Lincoln (5) Bernadine 
Cox, J. Hyland, N. Lyman, B. Meduna; ,l. R. Weddel; Merrick (19) Jan 
Faeh, P. L. Weber; Morrill (3) Ross A. Lock, B. Meduna; Nemaha (28) 
Curt Twedt: Phelps (11) J. C. Bliese, G. D. Deyle, L. K. Killion, M. Eo 
Taylor; Rock (IO; K. Robertson; Saline (23) M. R. Coe, E. W. Gross: 
Sarpy (27) R. G. Cortelyou; Saunders (24) Ross A. Lod:; Sioux (1'; Ross 
A. Lock Richard Rosche: Thomas (7) Roger Sharpe; -v"alley (12) D. Smith; 
York (21) C. J. Streeter 
The following fourteen Nebraska species which were reported in 1974 
were not reported in the 1973 Nesting Survey (NBR 42:3): Black-crowned 
Night Heron, Cinnamon Teal, Prairie Falcon, Barn Owl, Poor-will, Common 
Nighthawk, Hairy Woodpecker, Westel'n Flycatcher, Cliff Swallow, White-
breasted Nuthatch, Mockingbird, Bell's Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, and Brewer's 
Blackbird. 
Thirty-two species reported in the 1973 Survey were not reported in 
1974: Eared Grebe, Western Grebe, Pied-billed Grebe, Least Bittern, Gadwall, 
Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Ruddy Duck, Sharp-tailed Grom;, 
Sora, Wilson's Phalarope, Black-billed Cuckoo, Long-eared Owl, Short-eared 
Owl, Whip-poor-will, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Say's 
Phoebe, Bank Swallow, Rough-winged Swallow, Tufted Titmouse, Swainson's 
Thrush, Loggerhead Shrike, Warbling Vireo, Ovenbird, Scarlet Tanager, 
Blue Grosbeak, Dickcissel, Lark Sparrow, Chinping Sparrow, Clay-colored 
Sparrow, and Field Sparrow. 
A survey was made in Lincoln of nesting pairs of Purple Martins. Of 
46 persons with Purple Martin houses, 34 reported a total of approximately 
168 pairs, which had varying degrees oi nesting success. The remaining 12 
persons reported no Purple Martins, with the houses being occupied by House 
Sparrows or Starlings. One person indicated that he had: no PUl'ple Martins 
nesting after 15 successful yean;, another reported none after successful 
nesting for the three years. 
The Western Flycatcher nest record seems to bp a first - non previous 
record has been found to date. On 27 July 1975 l'YLo. Rosche ; ,,'ote: "The 
Western Flycatcher nest contained four downy young last Saturday, 20 July, 
the last time I was there. The male was stili singing although y had to get 
into his territory before he made himself known. The nest is located in a 
crevice on a vertical wall in a canyon (Sowbelly in Sioux County). This is 
in the exact spot where I heard a singing male last year on 4 July and for the 
first time this year on 5 July." 
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The sighting of Cinnamon Teal young substantiates a 1937 record of 
the nesting of this species in Garden County (Rapp et aI., Revised Check-
list of Nebraska Birds 1958 p. 4). The Barn Owl is still to be considered an 
uncommon breeder. The report of the nesting of the White-breasted Nut-
hatch indicates the species is still to be found nesting in suitable habitat west 
of the Missouri Valley Region. 
Anyone who sees evidence of nesting - young, or adult birds carrying 
nesting material, food, or fecal sacs - can submit the information without 
the use of a special form, although it will be appreciated if the information 
is in such form that it can be easily separated by species and county. This 
information will be included in the Nebraska Nesting Survey by letters 
rather than numbers. 
Anyone who has found, or expects to find, an active nest is invited to 
write in for North American Nest Record Cards to use in reporting on the 
nest (a separate card for each nest expect for colonial nesting species which 
require a separate card for each visit). 
Cards, instruction sheets and Laboratory of Ornithology Nest Survey 
Newsletters may be obtained from Dr. Esther Bennett, 1641 Devoe Drive, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68520. Completed cards should be returned to Dr. Bennett 
by 1 October 1975 for the information to be included in the annual report. 
If persons wish to send information after that date it will be appreciated and 
sent to Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, but it will not be possible to 
include it in the state summary. 
City Naturalist, Lincoln 
VIRGINIA RAIL NESTING IN LANCASTER COUNTY 
On 24 June 1972, while I was walking through a marshy area northeast 
of Lincoln (Section 32, T-llN, R-5E, Lancaster Co.), I flushed a Virginia 
Rail from a well hidden nest situated at the base of a large clump of ar-
rowhead ( Sagittaria sp.) near the water's edge. The nest appeared to be 
constructed mainly of grasses and contained seven eggs, one of which was 
beginning to pip. The eggs were buffy colored with dark brown spots. I 
marked the nest site with a wooden stake and left the area so that the parent 
would come back to incubate. 
A return visit to the area was unfortunately delayed for three days and 
at that time (27 June) the nest was empty with no indication of the fate of 
its contents. The nest was intact so it is possible that the young hatched 
successfully. No adults or young were observed in the vicinity of the nest. 
Playback of tap€-recorded Virginia Rail calls at the edge of this marsh on 1 
July resulted in attracting an adult Virginia Rail to the road where it was 
easily identified. Another Virginia Rail in another part of the marsh called 
in response to the playback. No young rails were seen that evening. 
This spedes is an uncommon migrant and summer resident in Nebraska 
(Rapp et aI., Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 1958) and there is ap-
parently one very old breeding record of a Virginia Rail for Lancaster 
County (Bruner et aI., Preliminary Review of the Birds of Nebraska, 1904). 
I have observed this species in late summer and early fall, as well as in spring 
migration, but this nest and associated adult birds are the only definite evi-
dence of breeding by the Virginia Rail that I have for Lancaster County. 
- Calvin L. Cink, Lincoln 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Inc. 
SlOg Underwood Avenue 
Omaha. Nebraska 68132 
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NOTES 
PILEATED WOODPECKER. Mrs. Stanley J. Copley, of Franklin, saw 
a Pileated Woodpecker in the summer of 1974 in the woods south of the 
bridge across the Republican River. She described it as about the size of a 
crow, with a red crest. She saw and heard it drumming on the tree. She 
had Birds of North America with her at the time. The habitat description 
calls for dense deciduous woods, and that is the condition along the Republi-
can River. 
- George W. Brown, Kearney 
Mrs. Donna Robinson, who lives west of Hummel Park, Omaha, had a 
Pileated Woodpecker at her suet feeder 8 and 10 February 1975, but had not 
seen it again through the end of February. They are familiar with Pileated 
Woodpeckers from seeing them in Arkansas. The last previous record for this 
area was one seen 26 October 1952 near Ft. Calhoun, a few miles north, in 
Washington County (NBR 21:3). The last record before that was one seen 
near Omaha on 20 May 1895. They were reported in Indian Cave State Park 
in 1969 and in Otoe County in 1970 (N BR 39: 3). 
BAIRD'S SPARROW. I saw a Baird's Sparrow 6 June 1974 in Gardlen 
County. That's a very late date for a migrant. 
- Mary Tremaine, Omaha 
